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elements being by far the most numerous, the Aryans were
thus threatened with ultimate absorption, and in fact had
in many places become largely assimilated to the natives.
They could be saved from extinction only by checking
farther alliances. Marriage with the dark races was
accordingly forbidden by the laws of Manu, and a definite
rank was assigned to each shade of colour which had
already been developed, while the prohibition itself was
referred to divine prescription. Hence caste originally
meant colour, and had therefore an ethnical value. But
once established, the institution gradually acquired an
indefinite development, and the four original castes of
Bralimans (priestly order), Kshatryas (warriors), Vatehyas
(citizens, traders, agriculturists), and Swlras (the menial
classes) have in course of ages expanded into minute
subdivisions almost past counting. The process seems to
be even still going on, and the last census returns give
2500 main divisions, and in Madras alone nearly 4000
minor distinctions.

These, however, probably include the Pariahs, or out-
castes, a term which originally simply meant " hillinen,"
and which thus throws considerable light on the institution.
It shows that while the three highest orders were reserved
for the ruling Aryans, the Sudra mainly comprised the
aborigines who had been reduced to a state of thraldom
or Helotism; whereas the Pariah embraced the inde-
pendent highlanders who were excluded From all the
social privileges of the Hindu system. JRetusing to sub-
mit to the conquezing race, and successfully maintaining
their independence in the inaccessible mountain fastnesses
of the Vindhyas, the Satpuras, and the Ghats, where so
many of them are still found, they were declared to be
outlaws; and the term pariah, or highlaiider, thus came to
be synonymous with outcaste. Hence the outcastes must,
to some extent at least, be regarded as the last remnants
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